Downloading Home Loan Denial Data from the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) Website
Note: HMDA data in or after 2017 are only available as a large nation-level dataset, so you will need the
appropriate software to filter the relevant data for your analysis (e.g., SPSS). Data for prior years can be
queried and exported using software that you can download from the HMDA website:
https://www.ffiec.gov/hmda/hmdaproducts.htm.

Step 1. Go to https://ffiec.cfpb.gov/data-publication/ for HMDA data in or after 2017. Click on the
“Dynamic National Loan-Level Dataset.”
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Step 2. Select the relevant year and click to download the “Loan/Application Records (LAR).” This file
includes the records for the entire country, so it is very large and may take some time to
download. You can also use the “Public HMDA Data Fields with Values and Definitions” link as a
reference while working with the data.
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Step 3. HMDA records include the FIPS codes for state and county. You can find the relevant FIPS codes
on the Census Bureau’s website: https://www.census.gov/geographies/referencefiles.2018.html. Use these codes to filter the national-level dataset using the appropriate
software.

Step 4. If you are analyzing a smaller geography than the county level, HMDA records also include
census tracts. You can filter the dataset to include only the census tracts that are relevant to
your analysis. Reference maps of census tracts by county are available on the Census Bureau
website: https://www.census.gov/geographies/reference-maps/2010/geo/2010-census-tractmaps.html.
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Step 5. To analyze home loan denial rates by race/ethnicity, use the “Action Taken,” “Derived
Ethnicity,” and “Derived Race” fields. 1 See below for the 2018 field descriptions and values
found in the Public HMDA Data Fields with Values and Definitions link:
https://ffiec.cfpb.gov/documentation/2018/lar-data-fields/.

These fields may have different names depending on the year of data you are looking at. In 2017, for example,
the relevant fields were named “Type of Action Taken,” “Applicant Ethnicity,” and “Applicant Race: 1.” There were
no derived ethnicity and race fields in 2017.
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